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Nurturing Daughters of a
Better Age
RGS celebrated National Day this year with the parade segment made up of contingents of students from the
five Uniformed Groups in RGS. The parade was inspected by Guest-of-Honour, Brigadier-General (Ret) Ishak
Bin Ismail. Besides the usual comedic skits put up by the Year 4 classes during the LuvSG performance segment,
the Rafflesian community was treated to a fashion parade and the melodic winning tunes from the song-writing
competition organised by the RGS Music Elective Programme.

HAPPY 137TH BIRTHDAY!

The RGS Alumnae presented a cheque of $20,000 to the school for her on-going
fund-raising efforts for the new campus.

RGS celebrated its 137th year of nurturing daughters
of a better age on 20 August 2016. Pinnacle
achievements and significant contributions by
the Rafflesian community for the past year were
highlighted during the event, and in true spirit of
the school’s theme this year, ‘Different Stories, One
Heartbeat’, the concert segment saw for the first
time, four performance items each presented by a
combination of different CCAs in celebration of the
school’s birthday. The first was a fancy drill by the
school’s five Uniformed Groups, followed by a heartstopping routine by Netball and Gymnastics. The
pairing of Malay Dance and Dance International
enthralled the audience with their graceful moves,
while the String Ensemble, Handbell Ensemble and
Choir rounded off the concert with their melodious
tunes and voices.

The five RGS Uniformed Groups - Girl
Guides, Girls’ Brigade, National Cadet
Corps, National Police Cadet Corps
and Red Cross Youth - wowed the
audience with a spectacular display
of fancy drills as they marched to the
beats of popular songs.

In a move to get RGS alumnae from all
parts of the globe connected, the ‘RGS
Girls Around The World Campaign’
was also officially launched by the
RGS Alumnae on this day. For more
information on the campaign, please click
here.
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MAKING A SPLASH!

CELEBRATING OUR CULTURAL DIVERSITY

RGS Year 2 students Ong Xin Yi Jenna (left) and Shruthi C Iyer are recipients
of the Merit Award in the Pre-Tertiary category of the Splash Awards 2016.

Different Stories, One Heartbeat marks the theme for this year’s Racial
Harmony Day celebrations. (Photo by Soon Yoke Sze Cheryl, Year 4, RGS
Photographic Society).

Year 2 students Ong Xin Yi Jenna and Shruthi C Iyer
obtained a Merit Award (4th position out of 89 teams) in
the Pre-Tertiary category of the Splash Awards 2016. Their
team, aptly named the Cyber Warriors, were awarded for
their Cyber Awareness Texting System (CATS), which aims
to combat two cyber-related problems - cyber-bullying and
cyber security. Click here to view their presentation.

In conjunction with Mother Tongue Fortnight, RGS
celebrated Racial Harmony Day (RHD) on 21 July 2016.
It was a day when the RGS community came together to
explore and revisit the stories of our own culture, and
to embrace other cultures’ differences as well in a bid to
celebrate diversity as one Rafflesian family. Activities
such as a song-writing workshop, rangoli and kolam
workshops, a xin yao concert and a Malay folk dance
The Splash Awards 2016, in its 13th edition, was held
workshop were organised to give an insight into the
on 25 August 2016 at the Ngee Ann Kongsi Auditorium,
culture and heritage of the different races in Singapore.
Singapore Management University. Organised by the
One of the highlights of RHD celebrations each year is
Singapore Computer Society, it is a national infocomm
competition to engage students through various aspects of also the activities and food stalls set up by our wonderful
infocomm technology by focusing on innovation, creativity parent volunteers of the Parents for RGS Association,
and entrepreneurship through the development of mobile where staff and students get the opportunity to indulge in
traditional food (some even home-cooked!) and activities
and web applications.
of the various cultures.
THE TIES THAT BIND
I DREAMED A DREAM... COME TRUE

During their visit to a hawker centre, SJSS students had the opportunity to
interact with local hawkers using the basic greetings taught by RGS students.

RGS has embarked on a collaborative project with the
Singapore Japanese Secondary School (SJSS) in a series
of inter-cultural exchanges in the form of lessons and
immersion in the local Singapore culture. As part of the
project, our students spend time teaching the Japanese
students basic Mandarin, and engage them in immersion
activities such as an experiential visit to a hawker centre,
which is part of Singapore’s unique culture and heritage.

Patrice Tipoki and Laura Tipoki of Les Misérables gave a talk to students of the
Music Elective Programme on the insights of orchestrating a musical.

Students from the Music Elective Programme (MEP)
had the opportunity to attend a talk by Laura Tipoki,
Music Director and Conductor of Les Misérables, and
Patrice Tipoki, who plays Fantine in the musical, on the
musical techniques and orchestration of a musical. The
MEP students were also treated to live performances of
excerpts from the musical, including the famous number ‘I
Dreamed a Dream’, as an insight into how different styles
of music showcase the personalities and stories of different
characters in a musical.
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PORTRAIT OF A RAFFLESIAN
FORGING HER OWN PATH
A major turning point in the life of RGS alumna Fatima Siddiqui
came along when she was just one, when her family made the
decision to migrate from Pakistan to Singapore. As a
first-generation Singaporean in her family, Fatima has had to forge
her own path to get to the various pit stops in her life journey thus
far. While she did not have guidance from someone who has been
through it all, Fatima’s supportive family who journeys alongside
the peaks and valleys of her life is what motivates and inspires
her. With that, Fatima is all set and ready to embark on the next
chapter of her life, having attended her last Founder’s Day here at
RGS as a student, receiving the pinnacle Rafflesian Award, among
several other accolades to her name. While she is still uncertain
about her career path upon graduation, one thing’s for sure: that
for someone who “makes no-bake lemon cheesecake when life
gives (her) lemons (instead of sticking) to good-old-fashioned
lemonade”, Fatima embraces the unexpected and brings something
different to the table, and perhaps that inherent difference is what
it took for her to forge the path that has brought her to where she
stands today.
Her RGS Experience
“My RGS experience was transformative. There is no way I can do
justice to it in a paragraph, so perhaps I will focus on introspection and
reflection. The emphasis on taking a step back at appropriate junctures
to take stock and reflect since Year 1 has really grown on me. Before RGS,
I just went about life, and things just happened. But RGS taught me how
to be a lot more deliberate in what I took on, and conscious of why I was
doing certain things. At the same time, all this thinking helped me better
understand who I was, beyond the titles and activities associated with
me. A teacher once asked me, “If I were to take away your designation
and duties, and maybe even your friends, would you still know who you
are?” Thankfully, my answer is now a “yes”.”
Learning Through the Raffles Programme
“Through the Raffles Programme, I was exposed to a myriad of
programmes and competitions and what I enjoyed most was getting
to meet individuals with similar interests. I hesitate to call them ‘likeminded’ individuals because even with similar interests, we had such
diverse viewpoints and backgrounds - which is precisely what makes
meeting them so enriching. For example, the Australiasian Philosothon
2013 and ASEAN+3 Student Camp for the Gifted in Science in 2015
both introduced me to friends from other countries with the same love
for Philosophy and Science, but with very different perspectives and
different things we loved about the subjects... Of course, there was also
the bonus of learning about other cultures when these programmes were
international! What I intended to learn though, had never been content.
For instance, I did not participate in the Science Mentorship Programme
to gain specific scientific knowledge per se, because I feel that as we
progress further in our education, we are constantly re-learning and
questioning what we accepted to be true. So any content that I have
learnt would possibly become irrelevant or out-of-date quite soon.
What I did hope to learn, and fortunately managed to, were soft skills to
develop myself as a person - because that is something transferable that
stays, regardless of the field I choose to pursue in the future. Discovering
this important distinction between the short-term aims of a programme,
and what I hoped to gain in the long-term, was probably one of the most
important things I learnt about myself.”

Fatima Siddiqui from the class of 2015 is the recipient of this
year’s Rafflesian Award, the highest honour that RGS bestows on
a student in recognition of her all-round excellence, and invaluable
contributions and service to the school.

“Disbelief, and an overwhelming sense of gratitude. I had never really
been one to enjoy being in the limelight very much... To realise that
the community did see and appreciate what I thought was hidden
from their view, is very heartening. I can’t help but think that there
are still so many others more deserving than me, but on the whole
what I feel is really gratitude - for the support of the community that
I know and love, and have worked tirelessly for over the past four
years.” - Fatima on receiving the pinnacle Rafflesian Award during
RGS’s 137th Founder’s Day.

Fatima (first row, extreme right) and her roommates at the
Australasian Philosothon 2013.
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PORTRAIT OF A RAFFLESIAN
FORGING HER OWN PATH

Sleep More for More Time!
“This may seem counter-intuitive, but I personally feel that one of the
best ways to make good use of my time is to make sure I get enough
sleep. In my lower secondary days, I used to sleep by 9pm, and in upper
secondary after I’ve taken on more commitments, 10pm (with exceptions
in the weeks leading up to major events such as Orientation etc.). To me,
getting enough sleep means I can be more alert in class, allowing me to
retain more the first time I learn something, and subsequently, have to
spend less time revising it. It also allows me to have more energy and to
be more efficient, so everything else I do takes up less time. So it’s really
a win-win situation: sleep more, and you will have more time freed up
(to sleep even more)!

Fatima cites her parents as her biggest inspiration in life.

Fatima’s final performance with the RGS Angklung Ensemble before she graduated from
RGS.

Getting Acquanited with the Angklung
“My first encounter with the Angklung was probably at a cultural
immersion camp in primary school, but I did not think much of it then.
In fact, the reason why I chose to join the RGS Angklung Ensemble had
less to do with the instrument and more to do with the environment. As
a Year 1, I was not quite sure if I would even be accepted into any CCA
because my skills were largely limited to studying up to that point in
time. So I signed up for a multitude of CCA trials, among which was the
trial for the Angklung Ensemble. If signing up for the trial was random,
then my decision to join the CCA was the exact opposite, simply because
I felt the warmth of a community that cared during the trial, where my
seniors made it a point to check with all the Year 1s waiting for their turn
on whether they had eaten, and sat down to chat with us and ensure that
we were comfortable. They really emphasised the willingness to learn
over prior experience as a criterion for selection. I knew whichever CCA
I joined, the learning curve would be steep, but I had faith that Angklung
would provide an understanding and non-judgemental environment to
do so - and that it did.
Greatest Learning Experience at RGS
“Learning from my teachers outside of the four walls of the classroom
was really one of the greatest learning experiences I’ve ever had. In my
time in RGS, I had the privilege of interacting with teachers through my
CCA, the Prefectorial Board, the Regional Studies Programme, Science
Mentorship Programme and so on. All this time spent outside of the
classroom really allowed me to grow closer to very inspiring teachers
and to see them as who they are, beyond the subjects they taught. They
have each moulded me in a different way, making me the person that I
am today.”

Her Biggest Inspiration
“I am very blessed to have a very big family, with
each family member inspiring me in different ways.
In particular, my parents have had a profound impact
on my life. My father has always been one step ahead
of everyone else in terms of anticipating issues that
we may face and handling them with future readiness
- the decision to migrate from Pakistan to Singapore
before the political situation in Pakistan destabilised
further was initiated by him, and he also encouraged
my mother to work in a society that was not the most
supportive of working women. From him, I learnt to
be perceptive and assertive, and to always care for
others before myself. My mother is the woman I strive
to be everyday - balanced in her pursuit of career
and management of family, confident yet caring and
always down to earth and grateful for life’s blessings.
She has also taught me never to compare, urging me
to be my own person and define success in my own
terms.”
Favourite RGS Tradition
“Badge Initiation and the Tealighting Ceremony
would always have a special place in my heart
because of Year 1 Orientation 2015. It was the first
time the ceremony was held in the evening, and so
we had to plan it from scratch. While we anticipated
a lot of hiccups, on the actual day, the ceremony was
simply magical - seeing the whole amphitheatre lit in
a sea of tealights was so moving. To me, it is a legacy
left behind by the batch of 2015 - with each of us
passing the baton on to the next batch, showing how
each and every RGS girl plays a crucial role in the
Rafflesian family.”

Hopes for RGS
“That she continues to be a safe environment for girls to grow. Nurturing confident young women who will stand up for
their beliefs in today’s world is no mean feat, but I’m confident that RGS will continue to do that. I hope that the safety of the
environment too, remains as important as the development - because socio-emotional well-being is just as important as cognitive
development. May we never neglect the ‘heartware’ for the ‘hardware’ as we aspire, strive and dare to be active creators of a
better age for all!”
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