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Nurturing Daughters of a
Better Age
Follow us on:
rafflesgirlsschool.since1879
@raffles_girls_school
The highly-anticipated Sports Fest 2017 was held at Serangoon Stadium and Rafflesians played, ran and cheered
hard for that coveted champion’s trophy. In the end, it was the Hadley house cheerleaders who emerged top for
the Inter-House Cheer cum Dance Display Competition, while Tarbet fought their way back to the top spot to be
crowned overall champions for Sports Fest 2017!

EXPERIENCING RGS

A welcome departure from the usual wet weather during
past instalments of the RGS Open House, the sun was
shining and the skies were clear as 4,205 visitors streamed
into RGS on 20 May 2017 for a taste of the RGS experience.
Activities and talks were lined up throughout the day, and
information booths and displays were aplenty. Visitors were
also treated to performances by our CCA groups, and the
enthusiastic mass dance and cheers by our Year 1 students
and cheerleaders from the five houses. To view more RGS
Open House 2017 photos, please click here.

Our amazing group of parent volunteers from the Parents for RGS Association,
Visitors getting a hands-on experience on how learning takes place in the who supported the event by sharing useful information and their experiences with
visitors and selling merchandise to raise funds for our new campus.
Raffles classroom at our interactive booths.
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ACHIEVEMENTS

*For more Achievements, please click here.

Future Problem Solving Program International
Conference 2017
RGS teams gave a good showing at the Future Problem
Solving Program International Conference. Here are the
results:
•

Global Issues Problem Solving – Middle Division,
1st
Moh Jin Yin, Joy Sim Yuan Ning, Teo Xuan Hui
Lynette, Quek Lin Yuan (all Year 4)

•

Scenario Writing Team Competition – Middle
Division, 1st
Oei Chiu Ping, Kathryn (Year 4)

•

Community Problem Solving – Middle Division,
2nd in the Education Category: Project Bluetick
Thet Hnin Khin Khin, Soong Rou Yi, Natasha Ong Yi
Teng, Nadine Lee Xin Jie, Wong Chia Ying, Regin
Ow Chi Yin, Sun Ru, Lee Kyu Min (all Year 3)

•

LENDING A HELPING HAND
In a CSR project initiated by RGS teacher Ms Syazwani
Binte Amrun from the Humanities department and
supported by our Muslim colleagues, a total of $4,095 was
raised during the month of Ramadan for Muhammadiyah
Welfare Home and also for the purchase of Raya Hampers
containing household items for 100 Muslim seniors living
alone in one-room rental flat. In distributing the hampers,
our Muslim colleagues also enlisted the help of their
family members, which gave them a chance to bond and
do good for a common cause!

•

•

Problem 2, Division 2, Ranked 5th, also Winner of
the Ranatra Fusca Creativity Award
Teacher-Mentor: Ms Lim Huey Miin
Lucinda Li Luyun, Ong Jia En Raeanne, Mahima
Srinidhi Hari, Cai Si Rui, Anika W Lee Xuen, R
Shahana, Celine Lee Shi Ying (all Year 2)

PORTRAIT OF A RAFFLESIAN
NURTURING THE CURIOUS MIND
Like most children growing up, RGS alumna Rachel Qing
Pang from the class of 2016 loved playing with toys. But
before you think dolls and such, she is actually referring
to physics toys, more specifically, the Levitron, which is
essentially a device that displays the phenomenon known
as spin-stabilised magnetic levitation. A fascinating device
that captured her interest for the longest time, the toy
naturally became her topic of choice during the A*STAR
Talent Search 2017, wherein she won first prize for her
scientific research on ‘The Physics of the Levitron’.

Fresh from her victory at the International Young
Physicists’ Tournament (IYPT), which is also the first time
we have RGS alumnae selected to be part of the team (the
other RGS alumna is Wang Huaijin from the class of 2015),
we speak to Rachel to find out more about ‘beating’ the
boys to be part of the IYPT team, her love for physics and
her RGS experience.

Scenario Writing Team Competition – Middle
Division, 2nd
Megan Yeo Shu’En (Year 3)

Problem 3, Division 3, Ranked 3rd
Teacher-Mentor: Ms Christie Chan
Year 4 students Kuang Shane Qi, Lynette Teo Xuan
Hui, Audrey Wan Earn Jia, Year 3 students Jyostna
Ramakrishna, Tan Yanning, Michele Pek Jia Hui,
Lee Wen Ling Cheryl
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From a young age, the curious and inquisitive Rachel
would ask many questions about the physics phenomena
shared with her by her father, and he would patiently
explain the theories behind them all. While she may not
remember everything that he had shared, she recalls the
sparkle that filled her dad’s eyes as he talked about physics,
and the sense of wonderment that remains the fuel, up till
today, for her passion towards the subject.

Odyssey of the Mind 2017 World Finals
A total of five RGS teams took part in the competition
this year, of which three teams were placed in the Top
10. The following are their achievements:
•
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A VISUAL TREAT
‘Congruency’ is a visual art exhibition that ran from 3-14
June 2017 at the Jurong Regional Library. Our Year 3
and 4 students from the Special Art Programme and Art
& Craft Club joined students from Raffles Institution and
five other schools to showcase their works there alongside
works from professional artists and teachers. Our students
also collaborated with the RI students to conduct a free
workshop, where participants were taught how to create
stencils and acrylic painting on tote bags.

Problem 3, Division 2, Ranked 9th
Teacher-Mentors: Ms Pamela Ng/Mrs Sulastiri Anis
Chua Yu’en Chloe, Lee Rui Xuan, Li Jia Xin, Joan
Yeo, Preethi Kumaravel, Sarah Esther Goldman,
Teoh Ning (all Year 2)

Deputy Principal, Academic Studies, Ms Chin Jen Fu (far left), teacherin-charge Mrs Lai Siew Yong (bottom right) and RGS Art & Craft Club
instructor Mr Chang Wei together with the students involved at the art
exhibition.
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Rachel attained the first prize for her research project on ‘The Physics of the
Levitron’ during the A*STAR Talent Search 2017.

Arts or the Sciences?
“During lower secondary, I was still not quite sure whether I
was more inclined to the Humanities or to the Sciences. The
deciding factor was when I was given the opportunity to join
the Raffles Academy or RA (Physics) in Year 3. What the RA
offered really exposed me to the challenges of physics and
encouraged me to participate more actively in my favourite
field of science. The less structured approach of the RA forced
me to look beyond textbooks for answers and I believe that
helped to cultivate my confidence in research. The process
also exposed me to additional topics outside of our textbook,
and opened my eyes to the vastness of the world of physics,
cementing my interest in the subject. Through the RA, I also
managed to participate in more research projects and local
and international competitions that allowed me to go beyond
what I originally thought I was capable of.”

Rachel (second from left) with her teammates at the International Young
Physicists’ Tournament, which was held on home ground for the very first time.

Being Part of IYPT 2017
“(laughs) I suppose destroying the existing stereotype (editor’s
note: past IYPT teams have comprised mainly boys) is a
definite bonus, but no, I did not set out with the goal of ‘beating
the boys’. When my team and I decided to join the Singapore
Young Physicists’ Tournament, which is the prelude to the IYPT,
we started with no aim in mind, other than to have a great time
pushing our limits and forming some lasting memories of RGS
before we all graduated. I believe we definitely managed to
achieve that because while it was a two-month holiday spent
on hard work (the SYPT was held in November 2016), we had
lots of fun and laughter, and we managed to forge so many
unforgettable experiences with each other. I daresay that for
me, it was the absolute best way to round off a truly memorable
four years in RGS.”
Takeaway From Participating in Competitions
“I feel that beyond placings and rankings, the competitions,
which I’ve had the opportunity to take part in, really pushes
you to your limits, in that sense because you are representing
your school, and sometimes, even your country, so there is
this competitiveness and added pressure to perform. Most
people, under that kind of circumstances, would perform
their best and give it their all. Through that, you get the most
enriching experience because you have put in a lot of effort into
something that you feel passionate about. You don’t always
remember the exact moment when it is announced that your
team has won or that you have achieved the top placing, but
you will always remember the long hours, the hard work and
efforts put into the preparation process for the competitions.
That is what makes the experience memorable.”
Plans for the Future
“I’m not entirely sure yet, but I do know that I would like to
study Physics in university, which is in line with my interest
and something that I enjoy learning about. In the future, I
would also like to see more of the world, because I feel that
travelling would be the best way for me to get exposed to the
different cultures and geographies. These experiences would
allow me to learn more about the people, and myself too, in the
process.”
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Impact of Her RGS Experience
“The vibrant energy of the school culture that constantly
radiated enthusiasm and passion is a key aspect that has
transformed my outlook on life. Furthermore, RGS has filled
me with a lot of experiences beyond my own field of expertise.
For example, I was always encouraged to participate in other
field trips and excursions outside of the physics subject, and
with every other subject I took, my teachers adopted a holistic
approach in teaching. So my learning experience has definitely
been more enriched, well-rounded and interesting.”

Rachel with her classmates (class 401’16) during NetCarn 2016!

Her RGS Experience
“I would definitely say that my RGS experience was both
exhilarating and interesting. The pace of work may be fast,
but it is fulfilling, and the caring teachers are always there to
guide you if necessary. Something that I have learnt from my
time in RGS, is to live life to the fullest, because you really only
‘get what you give’. Therefore, I learnt to take on challenges I
was offered even if they seemed overwhelming at first, allowing
Rachel with her classmates after a Tennis lesson during PE.
me to test my limits and expose myself to varied experiences. I
also constantly reminded myself to continue learning, and to
make lasting memories while I was still at RGS, beyond just
New RGS Campus
academics.”
“Personally, I do think that the physical
building is important, to a certain extent,
when it comes to preserving memories of
my RGS experience. A lot of memories that
I have forged in RGS are pegged to specific
locations around the school, such as doing
the school cheers in the Amphitheatre. But
at the same time, school spirit and culture
is something that cannot be taken away, no
matter where the physical building of a school
is. Therefore, while future school gatherings
may not be held in the current Amphitheatre,
the Rafflesian spirit will still carry on and be
transferred to the new campus.”
Hopes for RGS
“I sincerely hope that RGS will strengthen
the school culture and spirit as they are
facets that are uniquely RGS and they made
my, and also others’ RGS experience so
memorable. In RGS, it is very easy to get
After her last Math Lesson with teacher Ms Glenis Wong.
competitive and feel overwhelmed because
everyone around you is so multi-talented. But
Favourite RGS Traditions
“The school cheers are one of my favourites! Beyond just the lyrics, which are very I do hope that my juniors and future batches
impactful and catchy, the school cheers embody the uniquely RGS culture because of RGS students don’t forget about making
their very own RGS experience, and actually
of the way we cheer very wholeheartedly. They are representative of a school
enjoy their time in school, be it during
that is not lacklustre, but one that is very lively, driven, passionate and united.
Furthermore, I really like that the school makes an effort to hold celebrations for learning in the classrooms, celebrating
important occasions that bring everyone together. For example, during National important occasions or being fully immersed
Day celebrations at the Amphitheatre, we will link our arms, jump, cheer and sing in various school activities.
songs. Such memories are what the RGS students will hold dear.”

