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A Profound Transformation in Learning
What Is 1 to 1 Learning?
By definition, 1 to 1 learning involves one student, one computer, one interactive, personalized learning
experience in a wireless environment with anytime access to the Internet. The reality is that 1 to 1 configurations in
schools range from laptops checked out to all students 24/7 (24 hours per day, 7 days per week), to classrooms
of students using wireless laptops available from mobile carts only during the school day. The most powerful
learning from 1 to 1 is realized in the 24/7 configuration, guided by highly qualified teachers and informed
parents/guardians.
Why 1 to 1 Learning?
All learning is highly personal. A laptop in the hands of each student builds on that concept. High-tech tools serve
as an extension of the students’ thoughts and learning process. They provide a place to explore ideas, research
questions, test hypotheses, compose thoughts, and come to conclusions—in other words, to learn. Along the way,
these tools serve as vehicles for social networking and authenticity, two highly effective accelerators to learning.
Social networking via technology can connect students to a broad range of interactivity that sharpens and extends
thinking and piques intellectual curiosity. 1 to 1 learning adds authenticity into the mix, enabling students to
explore rigorous academic concepts in the context of the world around them. The result? A sense of power and
confidence unleashed in students and educators through 1 to 1 learning.

Indicators of Success
No question about it, test scores are important, but most stakeholders agree that they are no longer the only factor
critical in the education of today’s student. 1 to 1 learning provides a unique opportunity to broaden the
dimensions by which student success is measured. Consider, for example, problem solving, critical thinking, visual
and information literacy, communication skills, teamwork, and the quality of students’ multimedia products. Multiple
assessments to measure academic achievement, 21st century skills, and engagement provide new insights into the
quality and intensity of student learning.
Results from 1 to 1 Learning
Research data, expert opinion, descriptive studies, and anecdotes from schools all lead to the same conclusions—1
to 1 learning can improve student achievement, advance digital equity, enhance teaching and learning, and
strengthen economic development. This research base is only now emerging.

chrisow@rgs.edu.sg/Apr 2010

5

Further Reading
1 to 1 Schools Blog. http://1to1schools.net/
Berkshire Wireless Learning Initiative. http://www.mcla.edu/BWLI/
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